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It was just an ordinary backyard barbeque  
on a Sunday afternoon. Six responsible adults.  
Three cute kids.  One yapping dog. What could 
possibly go wrong? 

The new novel from the Number 1 New York Times 
bestselling author, Liane Moriarty.

“If only they’d said no...”

What if they hadn’t gone? That’s the question Clementine can’t 
stop asking herself. It was just an ordinary backyard barbeque  
on a Sunday afternoon. They didn’t know their hosts that well. 
They were friends of friends. They could so easily have said no. 

But she and her husband Sam said yes, and now they can never 
change what they did and didn’t do that beautiful winter’s day. 

Once again Liane Moriarty uses her unique, razor-sharp 
observational skills to sift through the emerging fault lines  
of seemingly happy families. 

‘Staggeringly brilliant.’ 
DAILY MAIL

‘The mistress of the razor-sharp observation.’ 
KATE MORTON
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BRIDGET 
IS BACK...
AND BETTER THAN EVER.

Catch up with Bridget in both 
classic and film tie in editions.
Coming in August, 2016 – the brand new, 
Picador Classic edition of Bridget Jones’s Diary, 
featuring an introduction from Caitlin Moran

‘A brilliant evocation of life as a single girl in a 
certain time . . . reads like Anita Loos out of Jane 
Austen, and any woman who has ever had a job, a 
relationship or indeed a mother will read it and roar'
THE TIMES

'Wild comedy . . . observed with merciless, 
flamboyant wit. A gloriously funny book'  
SUNDAY TIMES

'Helen Fielding is one of the funniest writers in Britain 
and Bridget Jones is a creation of comic genius' 
NICK HORNBY
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Truly Madly Guilty
Liane Moriarty

"If only they'd said no..." What if they hadn't gone? That's 
the question Clementine can't stop asking herself. It was 
just an ordinary backyard barbeque on a Sunday afternoon. 
They didn't know their hosts that well. They were friends of 
friends. They could so easily have said no. But she and her 
husband Sam said yes, and now they can never change 
what they did and didn't do that beautiful winter's day. Six 
responsible adults. Three cute kids. One yapping dog. It's a 
normal weekend in the suburbs. What could possibly go 
wrong? Once again Liane Moriarty uses her unique, razor-
sharp observational skills to sift through the emerging fault 
lines of seemingly happy families. "It was just an ordinary 
Sunday afternoon..."

Macmillan Australia • TPB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781743534915 $32.99

Falling
Jane Green

Eight years ago, Emma Montague left behind the strict 
confines of her upper-crust English life and moved to 
New York City, where she immediately found success in 
the world of finance. But her soulless, cut-throat, all-
consuming job has only led to another life she didn't 
want. Answering an online ad, Emma finds a tiny beach 
cottage to rent in the small town of Westport, 
Connecticut. It needs work - lots of work. But it's the 
perfect project to satisfy Emma's passion for interior 
design and gardening, if her new landlord, Dominic, is 
agreeable to the small changes she yearns to make. To 
Emma, Dominic is also something of a fixer-upper. A 
local handyman with a six-year-old son, he's a world 
away from the men she should be interested in, but he's 
comfortable in his own skin, confident, quiet and kind.

Macmillan • TPB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781447258698 $29.99

Love You Dead: A Roy Grace Novel 12
Peter James

An ugly duckling as a child, Jodie Bentley had two dreams 
in life - to be beautiful and rich. She's achieved the first, with 
a little help from a plastic surgeon, and now she's working 
hard on the second. Her philosophy on money is simple: 
you can either earn it or marry it. Marrying is easy, it's 
getting rid of the husband afterwards that's harder, that 
takes real skill. But hey, practice makes perfect... Detective 
Superintendent Roy Grace is feeling the pressure from his 
superiors, his previous case is still giving him sleepless 
nights, there have been major developments with his 
missing wife Sandy, and an old adversary is back. But 
worse than all of this, he now believes a Black Widow is 
operating in his city. One with a venomous mind... and 
venomous skills. Soon Grace comes to the frightening 
realisation that he may have underestimated just how 
dangerous this lady is.

Macmillan • TPB • Crime & Mystery

9781447255840 $29.99

The Olive Tree
Lucinda Riley

It has been twenty-four years since a young Helena 
spent a magical holiday in Cyprus, where she fell in love 
for the first time. When the now crumbling house, 
'Pandora', is left to her by her godfather, she returns to 
spend the summer there with her family. Yet, as soon as 
Helena arrives at 'Pandora', she knows that its idyllic 
beauty masks a web of secrets that she has kept from 
William, her husband, and Alex, her son. At the difficult 
age of thirteen, Alex is torn between protecting his 
beloved mother, and growing up. And equally, desperate 
to learn the truth about his real father... When, by 
chance, Helena meets her childhood sweetheart, a chain 
of events is set in motion that threatens to make her past 
and present collide. Both Helena and Alex know that life 
will never be the same, once Pandora's secrets have 
been revealed...

Macmillan • TPB • Historical Romance

9781509824762 $29.99

Troll Mountain
Matthew Reilly

A DANGEROUS WORLD When his sister falls ill to a 
deadly disease, a brave teenaged hero named Raf 
discovers that the trolls of Troll Mountain possess an elixir 
that will cure the terrible illness. A SINISTER MOUNTAIN 
And so Raf embarks on a heroic quest: to penetrate the 
dark lands of the trolls and get to the highest, most 
securely-guarded tower of Troll Mountain. THE JOURNEY 
OF A HERO Only one thing stands between Raf and the 
object of his quest: an entire mountain full of trolls.

Pan Australia • PB • Thriller / Suspense

9781743547359 $16.99

An Empty Coast
Tony Park

Sonja Kurtz - former soldier, supposedly retired 
mercenary - is in Vietnam carrying out a personal 
revenge mission when her daughter sends a call for help. 
Emma, a student archaeologist on a dig at the edge of 
Namibia's Etosha National Park, has discovered a body 
dating back to the country's liberation war of the 1980s. 
The remains of the airman, identified as Hudson Brand, 
are a key piece of a puzzle that will reveal the location of 
a modern-day buried treasure - a find people will kill for. 
Sonja returns to the country of her birth to find Emma, 
who since her call has gone missing. Former CIA agent 
Hudson Brand is very much alive and is also drawn back 
to Namibia to finally solve a decades-old mystery whose 
clues are entombed in an empty corner of the desert.

Pan Australia • PB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781743547366 $19.99
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Beneath a Rising Sun: The Frontier Series 9
Peter Watt

Sergeant Jessica Duffy relishes her work as a code 
breaker in MacArthur's headquarters but is also secretly 
reporting on the Americans to the Prime Minister. When 
she uncovers treason at the highest levels, neither duty 
nor dishonour will stop her getting justice. Captain James 
Duffy, a decorated fighter pilot with the United States 
Marine Corps, is expected to wait out the war assisting the 
bond effort, helping to make movies that gloss over the 
tragic realities of combat. Despite his scars, he is 
desperate to return to the cockpit... until a chance meeting 
gives him something new to fight for. Major David 
Macintosh has survived prison camps, torture and 
countless battles, but can he endure the machinations of 
his obsessive cousin, Sarah? Sarah is prepared to do 
anything to take over the family companies, and will 
destroy anyone who gets in her way.

Pan Australia • PB • Historical Fiction

9781743539613 $19.99

The Last Photograph
Emma Chapman

Rook Henderson is an award-winning photographer, still 
carrying the hidden scars of war. Now, suddenly, he is 
also a widower. Leaving his son Ralph to pick up the 
pieces, Rook flies to Vietnam for the first time in fifty years, 
escaping to the landscape of a place he once knew so 
well. But when Ralph follows him out there, seeking 
answers from the father he barely knows, Rook is forced 
to unwind his past: his childhood in Yorkshire, his life in 
London in the 1960s and his marriage to the unforgettable 
June - and to ask himself what price he has paid for a life 
behind the lens...

Picador • TPB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781509816545 $29.99

You Will Know Me
Megan Abbott

Katie and her husband Eric have made their daughter 
Devon the centre of their world. Talented, determined, a 
rising gymnastics star, Devon is the focus of her parents' 
lives and the lynchpin of their marriage. There is nothing 
they wouldn't do for her. When a violent hit-and-run 
accident sends shockwaves through their close-knit 
community, Katie is immediately concerned for her 
daughter. She and Eric have worked so hard to protect 
Devon from anything that might distract or hurt her. That's 
what every parent wants for their child, after all. Even if 
they don't realize how much you've sacrificed for them. 
Even if they are keeping secrets from you... A mother 
knows best... doesn't she?

Picador • TPB • Crime & Mystery

9781509817276 $29.99

Miss You
Kate Eberlen

Tess and Gus are meant to be. They just haven't met 
properly yet. And perhaps they never will... Today is the 
first day of the rest of your life is the motto on a plate in the 
kitchen at home, and Tess can't get it out of her head, 
even though she's in Florence for a final, idyllic holiday 
before university. Her life is about to change forever - but 
not in the way she expects. Gus and his parents are also 
on holiday in Florence. Their lives have already changed 
suddenly and dramatically. Gus tries to be a dutiful son, 
but longs to escape and discover what sort of person he is 
going to be. For one day, the paths of an eighteen-year-
old girl and boy criss-cross before they each return to 
England. Over the course of the next sixteen years, life 
and love will offer them very different challenges. 
Separated by distance and fate, there's no way the two of 
them are ever going to meet each other properly... or is 
there?

Mantle • TPB • Adult & Contemporary Romance

9781509819942 $29.99

The Good Lieutenant
Whitney Terrell

The Good Lieutenant literally starts with a bang as an 
operation led by Lieutenant Emma Fowler of the Twenty-
seventh Infantry Battalion goes spectacularly wrong. Men 
are dead - one, a young Iraqi, by her hand. Others were 
soldiers in her platoon. And the signals officer, Dixon 
Pulowski. Pulowski is another story entirely - Fowler and 
Pulowski had been lovers since they met at Fort Riley in 
Kansas. From this conflagration, The Good Lieutenant
unspools backward in time as Fowler and her platoon are 
guided into disaster by suspicious informants and 
questionable intelligence, their very mission the result of a 
previous snafu in which a soldier had been kidnapped by 
insurgents. And then even further back, before things 
began to go so wrong, we see the backstory unfold from 
points of view that usually are not shown in war coverage -
a female frontline officer, for one, but also jaded career 
soldiers and Iraqis both innocent and not so innocent.

Picador • TPB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781509837441 $29.99

All the Time in the World
Caroline Angell

Charlotte, a gifted and superbly trained young musician, 
has been blindsided by a shocking betrayal in her 
promising career when she takes a babysitting job with the 
McLeans, a glamorous Upper East Side Manhattan family. 
At first, the nanny gig is just a way of tiding herself over 
until she has licked her wounds and figured out her next 
move as a composer in New York. But, as it turns out, 
Charlotte is naturally good with children and becomes as 
deeply fond of the two little boys as they are of her. When 
an unthinkable tragedy leaves the McLeans bereft, 
Charlotte is not the only one who realizes that she's the 
key to holding little George and Matty's world together. 
Suddenly, in addition to life's usual puzzles, such as 
sorting out which suitor is her best match, she finds herself 
with an impossible choice between her life-long dreams 
and the torn-apart family she's come to love.

Henry Holt • PB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781627794015 $24.99

The Last Days of New Paris
China Mieville

"Beauty will be convulsive..." 1941. In the chaos of 
wartime Marseille, American engineer - and occult disciple 
- Jack Parsons stumbles onto a clandestine anti-Nazi 
group, including Surrealist theorist André Breton. In the 
strange games of the dissident diplomats, exiled 
revolutionaries, and avant-garde artists, Parsons finds and 
channels hope. But what he unwittingly unleashes is the 
power of dreams and nightmares, changing the war and 
the world forever. 1950. A lone Surrealist fighter, Thibaut, 
walks a new, hallucinogenic Paris, where Nazis and the 
Resistance are trapped in unending conflict, and the 
streets are stalked by living images and texts-and by the 
forces of Hell. To escape the city, he must join forces with 
Sam, an American photographer intent on recording the 
ruins, and make common cause with a powerful, enigmatic 
figure of chance and rebellion: the exquisite corpse. But 
Sam is being hunted. And new secrets will emerge...

Macmillan • TPB • Fantasy

9781447296577 $29.99

Dark Matter
Blake Crouch

"Are you happy in your life?" Those are the last words 
Jason Dessen hears before the masked abductor knocks 
him unconscious. Before he wakes to find himself 
strapped to a gurney, surrounded by strangers in hazmat 
suits. Before the man he's never met smiles down at him 
and says, 'Welcome back, my friend.' In this world he's 
woken up to, Jason's life is not the one he knows. His wife 
is not his wife. His son was never born. And Jason is not 
an ordinary college physics professor, but a celebrated 
genius who has achieved something remarkable. 
Something impossible. Is it this world or the other that's 
the dream? And even if the home he remembers is real, 
how can Jason possibly make it back to the family he 
loves? The answers lie in a journey more wondrous and 
horrifying than anything he could've imagined - one that 
will force him to confront the darkest parts of himself even 
as he battles a terrifying, seemingly unbeatable foe.

Macmillan • TPB • Fiction & Related Items

9781447297574 $29.99

*



Christodora
Tim Murphy

In this vivid and compelling novel, Tim Murphy follows a 
diverse set of characters whose fates intertwine in an 
iconic building in Manhattan's East Village, the 
Christodora. Moving kaleidoscopically from the Tompkins 
Square Riots and attempts by activists to galvanize a 
response to the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s, to future 
New York City of the 2020s where subzero winters are a 
thing of the past, Christodora recounts the heartbreak 
wrought by AIDS, illuminates the allure and destructive 
power of hard drugs, and brings to life the ever-changing 
city itself. On Avenue B in the heart of the Lower East 
Side, the Christodora is home to Milly and Jared, a 
privileged young couple with artistic ambitions. Their 
neighbor, Hector, a Puerto Rican gay man who was at one 
point celebrated for his work as an AIDS activist but has 
now become a lonely addict, becomes connected to Milly 
and Jared's lives in ways none of them can anticipate.

Picador • TPB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781509818587 $29.99

The Girl from Lace Island
Joanna Rees

They came to the Island and its luxurious hideaway hotel 
to relax away from the prying eyes of the paparazzi and 
overzealous public. Here they could forget they were 
famous. But this island holds secrets, and when one 
terrifying night the hotel burns to the ground, the only thing 
that is left is the visitors book. The book is evidence to 
who stayed there and when, because behind the 
glamorous façade of Lace Island, treachery, blackmail and 
murder walk hand in hand with the stars that called this 
place paradise.

Macmillan • TPB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781447266686 $29.99

The Apartment
S. L. Grey

Mark and Steph are struggling to move on with their lives 
after armed robbers break into their home and brutalise 
them. Shaken, they decide to get away and leave their 
troubles behind them. A house swap in Paris with a couple 
they meet online, the Petits, seems to provide the perfect 
escape. But upon arriving for a week's luxurious break at 
the Petits' flat, they find themselves in a festering, run-
down apartment. And when Steph attempts to contact the 
Petits, she gets no answer. Mark and Steph try to make 
the most of the trip, but they are unable to relax. After a 
series of increasingly unsettling events, they decide to 
come back home. Yet when they arrive home, neither of 
them can shake the feeling that there's now something 
sinister about their own home. As time passes, Mark's 
terrorized by a series of unsettling visions. But is it all in 
his imagination or is there a far more worrying 
explanation . . .

Macmillan • TPB • Thriller / Suspense

9781447266556 $29.99

The Stars Askew
Rjurik Davidson

Caeli-Amur has begun a new age. The House system has 
been overthrown and the citizens are in power. But not all 
is well. The people are starving and the hard liners argue 
for violence against their enemies. When the seditionist 
leader Aceline is murdered, the trail leads to a conspiracy 
moving in the shadows. Meanwhile, in the vast Imperial 
metropolis of Varenis, another power begins to muster its 
forces against Caeli-Amur. Will the citizens survive these 
threats, or will the city descend into the darkness of blood 
and violence?

Tor UK • PB • Fantasy

9781447252429 $19.99

Survival Game
Gary Gibson

"One civilisation lies in ruins, but will they be next?" Katya 
is a scientist, working on a top secret project for the 
Russian Empire. She's also desperate. Due to her 
classified knowledge of alternative worlds, she's being 
blackmailed into working as a spy - and her father's life is 
at stake. But Katya's assignment seems impossible. She 
must hunt down a mysterious artifact that could give the 
dying Tzar his dearest wish - new life. But it's hidden on an 
alternate Earth, on an American controlled island. She'll 
have to go deep undercover to gain access to this prize. 
And Borodin, the Tzar's ruthless spymaster, has his own 
reasons for needing the object. However, ambition blinds 
these men to the facts. The artifact will call down terror 
from the depths of space. If they use it, the Russian 
Empire, the Americans' beleaguered territories and all 
linked versions of earth face extinction.

Tor UK • TPB • Science Fiction

9780230772809 $29.99

Dead Man's Blues
Ray Celestin

Chicago, 1928. Al Capone runs the city but cracks in his 
rule are starting to show ... In the heavy summer heat, a 
series of shocking events takes place. A group poisoned 
in a swanky hotel. A rich white man found dead in a down-
and-out neighbourhood he should never have been in. A 
socialite, known across the city, vanished without trace. 
Could these events be connected? Is someone trying to 
bring down Al Capone? Ida and Michael at Pinkerton 
Detective Agency; Jacob, a police photographer with a 
personal vendetta; and Dante, working on behalf of 
Capone himself, are all trying to find answers in the city of 
jazz, dancing and corruption.

Mantle • TPB • Historical Mysteries

9781447258919 $29.99

For Those Who Know the Ending
Malcolm Mackay

Usman Kassar is comfortable in his older brother's 
shadow, for now. Staying off the radars of the big players 
lets him plan big scores with little danger of detection. But 
dangerous jobs will get you noticed, whether you want 
them to or not. Martin Sivok is a gunman without a target. 
An outsider in a new city who doesn't know how to make a 
fresh start. But when you desperately need doors to start 
opening, someone like Usman might just persuade you to 
pull at the wrong handle - like the one that opens a safe 
full of dirty money. Dirty money that the Jamieson 
organization, one of the most dangerous criminal outfits in 
town, wants back. A multi-layered, humane and unnerving 
portrait of gangland Glasgow, For Those Who Know the 
Ending is the gripping new novel from the award-winning 
Malcolm Mackay.

Mantle • TPB • Crime & Mystery

9781447291602 $29.99

Something Hidden
Kerry Wilkinson

Everyone hates Fiona Methodist. Her war veteran father 
shot a young couple in broad daylight before killing 
himself. With all three dead, no one knows the motive, 
other than that the engaged pair witnessed a robbery and 
were due to give evidence. But Fiona knows her dad didn't 
do it. He couldn't have - he's her father and he wouldn't do 
that... would he? Private Investigator Andrew Hunter takes 
pity on the girl and, even with stolen bengal cats to find, 
plus an ex-wife who's not quite so 'ex', he can't escape the 
creeping feeling that Fiona might be right after all.

Pan • PB • Fiction & Related Items

9781509806638 $19.99



The Scarlet Gospels
Clive Barker

The gates to Hell are open and something beckons... The 
last of Earth's magicians are living in fear. A Cenobite Hell 
Priest known as Pinhead is killing them off, gorging on 
their knowledge to enhance his own magical powers as 
part of a quest to takeover Hell. Meanwhile, Private 
Investigator Harry D'Amour is fulfilling the final wishes of 
the dead, who communicate with his business associate, 
the blind medium Norma Paine. But while investigating 
one such case, Harry inadvertently opens up a rift 
between hell and the real world. When nemesis Pinhead 
emerges through the portal, a vicious battle ensues. After 
failing to enlist Harry as one of his Scarlet Gospels, an 
elite group of indefatigable messengers who will witness 
his takeover of hell, Pinhead captures Norma and Harry 
realizes he must go through hell - literally - to save her.

Pan • PB • Horror & Ghost Stories

9781447266990 $19.99

Blade of Light: An Inspector Montalbano Novel 19
Andrea Camilleri

When a gentleman arrives at Montalbano's station to 
report an armed robbery on his wife that ended with a kiss, 
the inspector's suspicions are aroused. As he delves 
deeper into the case, Montalbano finds that none of the 
witnesses' stories are adding up, and he can't help but feel 
that they're not meant to. When a body turns up showing 
all the signs of a mafia hit, the inspector knows he must 
excavate the truth from what he is being led to believe.

Picador • PB • Crime & Mystery

9781447264514 $19.99

Alberto's Lost Birthday
Diana Rosie

A little boy and his grandfather embark on a quest to find 
the old man's missing birthday in Diana Rosie's debut 
novel, Alberto's Lost Birthday. As a child, Alberto lost his 
birthday in the Spanish civil war. Now an old man living a 
simple life, he rarely thinks about his disappeared past. 
But when his grandson discovers his Apu has never had a 
birthday party, never blown out candles on a birthday 
cake, and never received a single card or present, he's 
determined to do something about it. As the two set off to 
find Alberto's birthday, they have no idea it will be a 
journey that takes them through Spain's troubled past, to 
places - and people - that Alberto once knew. But in a 
country that has vowed to move forward, looking back can 
be difficult. Will they be able to find the memories they're 
searching for?

Pan • PB • Historical Fiction

9781447293033 $19.99

The Other Daughter
Lauren Willig

Raised in a poor yet genteel household, Rachel Woodley 
is working in France as a governess when she receives 
news that her mother has died, suddenly. Grief-stricken, 
she returns to the small town in England where she was 
raised to clear out the cottage... and finds a cutting from a 
London society magazine, with a photograph of her 
supposedly deceased father dated all of three months 
before. He's an earl, respected and influential, and he is 
standing with another daughter - his legitimate daughter. 
Which makes Rachel... not legitimate. Everything she 
thought she knew about herself and her past - even her 
very name - is a lie. Still reeling from the death of her 
mother, and furious at this betrayal, Rachel sets herself up 
in London under a new identity.

Griffin • PB • Historical Fiction

9781250056429 $24.99

The Memory Painter
Gwendolyn Womack

Bryan Pierce is an internationally famous artist whose 
paintings have dazzled the world. But there's a secret to 
Bryan's success: Every canvas is inspired by an unusually 
vivid dream. All his life, Bryan has wondered if his dreams 
are recollections, and he dares to hope that his art will 
lead him to someone who understands. Linz Jacobs is a 
neorogenticist haunted by a recurring childhood 
nightmare, and when she recognizes it in one of Bryan's 
paintings, she decides to track him down. Their meeting 
triggers Bryan's most powerful dream yet - visions of a 
team of scientists who, on the verge of discovering a cure 
for Alzheimer's, died in a lab explosion decades ago. As 
Bryan becomes obsessed with the mysterious 
circumstances surrounding the scientists' deaths, his 
visions begin to reveal what happened at the lab, as well 
as a deeper mystery that may lead all the way to ancient 
Egypt.

Picador US • PB • Thriller / Suspense

9781250095770 $24.99

A Paris Affair
Tatiana De Rosnay

Does a fruit taste its sweetest when it is forbidden? Is that 
which is prohibited always the most pleasurable? In this 
passionate and perceptive collection, Tatiana de Rosnay 
paints a portrait of the most forbidden of loves, in many 
different shades-sometimes tragic, sometimes humorous, 
sometimes heartfelt, always with a dry wit and an 
unflinching authenticity. A Paris Affair is an enjoyable 
"undressing" of intimate delights, where laughter mingles 
with compassion and the heartbeats of illicit desire.

St Martin's Press • PB • Short Stories

9781250093875 $22.99

Wildflower Bay
Rachael Lucas

Isla's got the designer clothes and dream job as head 
stylist at the most exclusive salon in Edinburgh. The fact 
that she's been so single-minded in this quest that she's 
forgotten to have a life, a relationship, or any proper 
friendships, has passed her by. When it all goes horribly 
wrong, there's nobody willing to support her in her hour of 
need. Even her friends have washed their hair of her. So 
she heads to the remote island of Auchenmor to help out 
her cousin's hairdresser, who is in need of an extra pair of 
hands. Finn is thirty-five and reality has just hit him hard. 
Now his best friends are about to have a baby and 
everything is changing. When into his life walks Isla . . .

Pan • PB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781447265757 $19.99

Killer Diamonds
Rebecca Chance

After decades in the spotlight as an Oscar-winning film 
star and famous beauty, Vivienne Winter is one of the 
most recognizable women on the planet. When she 
decides to auction her multi-million dollar jewellery 
collection for charity, there is no shortage of people eager 
to buy a piece of her incredible history. Young, ambitious 
Christine Smith is a jewellery expert working for a 
centuries old auction house, but in a world of aristocratic 
snobs, her working-class origins are holding her back. 
She's desperate to secure the sale of Vivienne Winter's 
gem collection: it's bound to be the biggest auction since 
Elizabeth Taylor's. However, meeting the Hollywood star is 
just the first hurdle Christine has to jump...
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Necessity
Jo Walton

More than sixty-five years ago, Pallas Athena founded the 
Just City on an island in the eastern Mediterranean, 
placing it centuries before the Trojan War, populating it 
with teachers and children from throughout human history, 
and committing it to building a society based on the 
principles of Plato's Republic. Among the City's children 
was Pytheas, secretly the god Apollo in human form. Sixty 
years ago, the Just City schismed into five cities. Forty 
years ago, the five cities managed to bring their squabbles 
to a close. But in consequence of their struggle, their 
existence finally came to the attention of Zeus, who can't 
allow them to remain in deep antiquity, changing the 
course of human history. Convinced by Apollo to spare the 
Cities, Zeus instead moved everything on the island to the 
planet Plato, circling its own distant sun. Now, more than a 
generation has passed. The Cities are flourishing on Plato, 
and even trading with multiple alien species.
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Unbreakable
W C Bauers

Situated in the buffer zone between two rival human 
empires, the planet Montana is a backwater: remote, 
provincial, independently minded. Even as a provisional 
member of the Republic of Aligned Worlds, Montana 
merits little consideration--until it becomes the flashpoint in 
an impending interstellar war. When pirate raids threaten 
to destabilize the region, the RAW deploys its mechanized 
armored infantry to deal with the situation. Leading the 
assault is Marine Corps Lieutenant and Montanan 
expatriate Promise Paen of Victor Company. Years earlier, 
Promise was driven to join the Marines after her father 
was killed by such a raid, and Promise is in no way happy 
to be back on her birthworld. Making matters even worse, 
Promise is persistently haunted by the voice of her dead 
mother.
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The Iron Assassin
Ed Greenwood

On an Earth that is not our own, Victoria never ascended 
the throne; the House of Hanover held England only briefly 
before being supplanted by the House of Harminster. It is 
a time of gaslamps and regularly scheduled airship flights, 
of trams and steam-driven clockwork with countless 
smoke-belching stacks. London, the capitol of the Empire 
of the Lion, is a filthy, crowded, fast-growing city where a 
series of shocking murders threatens the throne itself. 
Energetic young inventor Jack Straker believes he has 
created a weapon to defend the Crown: a reanimated, 
clockwork-enhanced corpse he can control.
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Only Wounded
Patrick Taylor

Ireland, home of legendary poets and storytellers, has 
been wracked by bloody, sectarian violence over the last 
quarter century. Bombs and guns are the primary 
negotiation tools used by Catholic and Protestant 
extremists in the conflict surrounding the sovereignty of 
Northern Ireland - the six counties known as Ulster. Only 
Wounded centers on the hopes and despairs of everyday 
life during these new Troubles. New York Times 
bestselling author Patrick Taylor traces an intricate 
narrative path through Ulster, detailing sensitive, unbiased 
portraits of the ordinary - and not so ordinary - people 
caught in the partisan brutality of Northern Ireland.
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Eagle in the Sky
Wilbur Smith

"With a dull but awful roar, the Mirage bloomed with dark 
crimson flame and sooty black smoke, the wind ripped 
flames outwards in great streamers and pennants that 
engulfed all around them, and David staggered onwards in 
the midst of the roaring furnace that seemed to consume 
the very air. Drawn to the sky as though to his natural 
element, young David Morgan spurns the boardroom 
future mapped out for him by his family for the life of a jet 
pilot. Then he meets Debra, the beautiful Israeli writer for 
whom he will fight, in another country's war, at the controls 
of his Mirage. Yet the breathless action which brings them 
together is also the very tragedy that will threaten to tear 
them apart...
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Gold Mine
Wilbur Smith

Rod Ironsides, ambitious and hard-living mining expert, 
knows that the general managership of the Sonder Ditch 
gold mine is the chance of a lifetime. But the price of 
unquestioning obedience to the coldly obsessive genius of 
Dr Manfred Steyner proves impossible to pay.
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Ratner's Star
Don DeLillo

When Billy Twillig, a genius adolescent, wins the first 
Nobel Prize ever to be given in mathematics, he is 
recruited to live and work in the company of thirty Nobel 
laureates in obscurity underground. There, away from the 
rest of the world, this panel of estranged, demented and 
lovable scientists work together on a secret scientific 
project: deciphering a mysterious transmission received 
from outer space, from just near Ratner's Star. Written in 
DeLillo's characteristically mesmerizing prose, this 
brilliantly observed, funny and deeply thought-provoking 
novel explores the mysterious, mind-blowing, 
mathematical world of the future.
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Players
Don DeLillo

In this remarkable novel of menace and mystery, Pammy 
and Lyle Wynant are an attractive, modern couple who 
seem to have it all. Yet behind their "ideal" life is a 
lingering boredom and quiet desperation: their talk is 
mostly chatter, their sex life more a matter of obligatory 
"satisfaction" than pleasure. And still they remain 
untouched, "players" indifferent to the violence that 
surrounds them, and that they have helped to create. 
Originally published in 1977, Players is a fast-moving yet 
starkly drawn socially critical drama that demonstrates the 
razor-sharp prose and thematic density for which DeLillo is 
renowned today.
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Mao II
Don DeLillo

Bill Gray, a famous, reclusive novelist, emerges from his 
isolation when he becomes the key figure in an event 
staged to force the release of a poet hostage in Beirut. As 
Bill enters the world of political violence, a nightscape of 
Semtex explosives and hostages locked in basement 
rooms, Bill's dangerous passage leaves two people 
stranded: his brilliant, fixated assistant, Scott, and the 
strange young woman who is Scott's lover - and Bill's. An 
extraordinary novel about words and images, novelists 
and terrorists, the mass mind and the arch-individualist,
Mao II explores a world in which the novelist's power to 
influence the inner life of a culture now belongs to bomb-
makers and gunmen.
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The Oracle
Valerio Massimo Manfredi

Greece 1973 - An archaeologist unearths a gold 
Mycenaean vase embellished with images of the last 
voyage of Ulysses that seem to explain the prophecy of 
the Odyssey. But his almost immediate and mysterious 
death and the vase's disappearance remain unexplained 
for ten years... A series of bizarre and violent deaths in 
Athens in 1983, somehow connected to the brutal rape 
and murder of a beautiful young Greek student on the 
same night as the archaeological discovery alert the 
authorities that a dangerous game of revenge and 
redemption is being played out before them...

Pan • PB • Modern & Contemporary Fiction (Post C 1945)

9781447276715 $19.99

Empire of Dragons
Valerio Massimo Manfredi

Southern Anatolia, 260 AD: The town of Edessa, a Roman 
outpost, is on its last legs, besieged by the Persian troops 
of Shapur I. Roman Emperor Licinius Valerianus agrees to 
meet his adversary to draw up a peace treaty, but it is a 
trap and the Emperor and his twelve guards are dragged 
away to work as prisoners in a solitary Persian turquoise 
mine. After months of forced labour the Emperor dies, but 
his guards make a daring escape lead by the heroic and 
enigmatic chief, Marcus Metellus Aquila. They meet a 
mysterious, exiled Chinese Prince and agree to safeguard 
his journey home to reconquest his throne from his mortal 
enemy. There they will discover that they aren't the first of 
their kind to arrive in China; they were preceded centuries 
before by the survivors of the "lost legion".
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The Tower
Valerio Massimo Manfredi

70 AD: A group of Roman soldiers crossing the Sahara 
desert is destroyed by a ferocious and mysterious 
presence hidden in a solitary tower at the extreme borders 
of the sea of sand. The sole survivor, the Etruscan seer 
Avile Vipinas, is inexplicably saved by the sound of his 
silver sistrum. Nineteen centuries later, young American 
scholar Philip Garrett is investigating his father's 
disappearance in the desert 10 years earlier when he 
discovers the house of Avile Vipinas in the underground 
ruins of Pompeii, sealed by the earthquake of 79 AD. The 
ancient seer, before his death, had tried to describe the 
horrific presence in the Tower of Solitude and to make the 
first faltering steps to its destruction... Who is the ancient 
civilisation - older than the oldest known - that created this 
Tower? What is its purpose?
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The Ancient Curse
Valerio Massimo Manfredi

Young archeologist Fabrizio Castellani is immersed in his 
work - research into the famous Etruscan statue known as 
'The Night Shadow' when he is startled by the phone 
ringing. An icy female voice warns him to abandon his 
work at once. A series of gruesome killings shortly follow, 
throwing the people of Volterra into a panic. The victims -
all involved in the descration of an unexplored tomb - have 
been torn to pieces by a beast of unimaginable size. 
Fabrizio is in charge of excavating this Etruscan tomb, and 
is convinced that a single event has set off the entire chain 
of events. What is hiding inside the enigmatic statue? 
What lies behind the bloodthirsty rage that has lain in wait 
for all these centuries? Will Fabrizio manage to unravel 
these secrets without being sucked into the spiral of 
violence himself?
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Pharaoh
Valerio Massimo Manfredi

Jerusalem, 586BC: The Kingdom of Judah is on the verge 
of annihilation by the Babylonians. In the chaos, the 
Prophet Jeremiah rushes to save the sacred Ark of the 
Covenant. As he locates the preordained hiding place 
which will make it impossible to be found, he makes a 
terrible discovery... The Middle East, in the early 2000s: 
William Blake, a renowned Egyptologist, has been called 
in to oversee the discovery of a strange tomb of a Pharaoh 
many miles from the Valley of the Kings, located in a 
militarily sensitive spot. His research will lead him to an 
amazing and world-shattering discovery concerning 
Moses, the tribes of the Israelites and their flight from the 
land of Egypt.
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